


Uncoupling Membrane
Installation Guide

1 Prepare the Substrate:

6 Install Tiles:

7 Grout Joints:

Barrier Free Application4 Install the Uncoupling Membrane:

2 Measure and Cut:

3 Apply Thin-Set Mortar:

Ensure that the substrate (�oor or wall 
surface) is clean, dry, and free of debris.
Repair any cracks or imperfections in the 
substrate. Level the �oor if necessary. 

Press the Hydro-Blok Uncoupling Membrane into the thin-set mortar.
Use a Wood Float, Weighted Roller, or a similar tool to �atten the mem-
brane and remove any air pockets or wrinkles. Periodically lift the corner of 
the membrane for inspection ensuring 100% coverage for a solid bond.

Once the uncoupling membrane is in place you can 
then install tiles directly on top of the membrane 
using an appropriate mortar. Start by using the �at 
side of the trowel to �ll all voids between pillows. Use 
the notch side of trowel to apply mortar in one direc-
tion then reverse, ensuring you �ll in all the spaces on 
the membrane. When using tiles smaller than 2x2 
allow the mortar to set overnight before installing tile.

When using Hydro-Blok Uncoupling membrane 
(HBUCPLM14) with a Hydro-Blok LOW-PROFILE shower 
pan for a Barrier free shower, please follow these steps.

1. Using a 1/4x1/4 square notch trowel, apply an Ansi: 
a118.12 mortar from the edge of notch of the pan and on 
the sub�oor where the uncoupling will be applied. 
2. Apply a 3/8” bead of HYDRO-BLOK Joint Sealant into 
notch on the pan. 
3. Lay uncoupling membrane into the pan notch creating 
the ½” overlap onto the pan 
4. Clean any excess mortar that squeezes through the 
seam.
5. Apply a generous bead of Joint Sealant to the seam 
between the membrane and pan to ensure 1” of coverage 
on each side of the seam and �ush to the top of the 
pillows on the membrane. Tool the sealant �at with a 
putty knife or �at trowel. Cut 2” mesh tape to within 3” of 
the ends and press the mesh tape into the existing Joint 
Sealant working from the center out, smoothing any 
wrinkles. Apply another continuous ½" bead of joint 
sealant on top of the mesh tape smooth with the putty 
knife to fully cover the mesh tape.
6. Set mesh tape into the sealant tooling it �at to embed 
into the sealant. 
7. Apply anther bead of sealant to the top and spread �at 
to �ush out to the top of the membrane and pan. 
8. Allow a minimum of 1 hour to dry prior to tile installa-
tion.

Due to capillary action of water through the thinset 
layer between the shower pan and tile, it is necessary to 
waterproof the �oor out a minimum of 4’, and up the 
walls at least 2” to protect the area immediately 
outside the shower. This minimum does not supersede 
any building code requirements so please check with 
your local jurisdiction before proceeding with installa-
tion.
In order for the pan and membrane to complete a �ush 
transition prior to tiling, the HYDRO-BLOK LOW PRO-
FILE PAN must be recessed by 3/4" so that the mem-
brane can be placed into the 1/4”x 1/2" notch in the pan 
�ushing out with the top side of the pan.

Waterproof the membrane to the wall

When connecting uncoupling membrane to walls to 
create a waterproof barrier, HYDRO-BLOK wallboard 
must be used at least 6” up the wall. 

1.Install the membrane to the sub�oor per instructions 
above, and to within 1/8” of the adjacent wall materi-
al. 

2.Apply a generous bead of Joint Sealant to the transi-
tion between the membrane and the wall to ensure 1” 
of coverage on the membrane and �ush to the top of 
the pillows, then 2” up the walls. 

3.Tool the sealant �at with a corner putty knife or �at 
trowel. Cut 2” mesh tape to within 3” of the ends and 
press the mesh tape into the existing Joint Sealant so 
that there is 1” of coverage on the membrane and 1” up 
the wall. 

4.Use the corner putty knife or �at trowel and working 
from the center out, smoothing any wrinkles. Apply 
another continuous ½" bead of joint sealant on top of 
the mesh tape smooth with the putty knife or trowel 
to fully cover the mesh tape.

After the tiles are set, allow the installation to cure 
according to the mortar manufacturer's instructions. 
Grout the joints between the tiles using a suitable grout.

Measure the area where you will be 
installing the Hydro-Blok Uncoupling 
Membrane.
Cut the membrane to the required size 
using a utility knife. Use a utility knife to 
cut openings for drains, corners, and 
other obstacles. Ensure a tight �t around 
these areas.

Using a mortar that meets a minimum of 
A NSI: A118.12. Mix the thin-set mortar 
according to the manufacturer's instruc-
tions. Using a wet sponge wipe down the 
area and add mortar.
Using a1/4x1/4 square notched trowel, 
apply an even layer of mortar to the 
substrate combing 
in the notches 
one direction.
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5 Seam Joints:
When connecting one or more pieces of membrane together seams will 
need to be sealed with HYDRO-BLOK Sealant. Butt membrane edges 
together ensuring that the butt joints do not contain cut pillows (�at 
edges only). Clean off any excess mortar that is squeezed out between the 
seams.Apply a generous bead of Joint Sealant to the seam between the 
membranes to ensure 1” of coverage on each side of the seam and �ush to 
the top of the pillows on the membrane. Tool the sealant �at with a putty 
knife or �at trowel).
Allow a minimum of 1 hour to dry prior to �lling the membrane with 
mortar or tile installation. 
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Materials and Tools
Hydroblok Uncoupling Membrane Modi�ed Mortar Notched trowel

Utilit y knife Measuring tape Straightedge Rubber mallet


